
 
 

 
THEATER and DANCE at POLY PREP 2010 
 
CONCERT CHOIR 
 
Dan Doughty is very happy to see so many students enrolled this 
year in Concert Choir, and he is reviving a tradition which has lain 
dormant at Poly for many years: He will be taking Concert Choir on 
tour to Montreal for a week during Spring Break. I’m delighted to 
support him and his students in this exciting opportunity. 
 
THEATER 
 
I’m pleased to announce the two plays that will be presented by the 
Upper School in the first semester.  
 
Freshman/Sophomore Play:  
 
THE GOOD TIMES ARE KILLING ME by Linda Barry 
Production Date: Friday, October 29 
 
Lynda Barry’s THE GOOD TIMES ARE KILLING ME is the funny and 
touching story of 12 year old Edna Arkins and the drama of growing 
up in a lower middle class neighborhood in the mid 1960’s: her efforts 
to be cool, her parent’s divorce, and most of all, her friendship to 
Bonna, a black girl on her block, and whether that friendship will 
survive Middle School.  Music is featured prominently in the play - I 
consider it HAIRSPRAY without all the wigs and musical numbers - 
usually in the form of people singing with the radio or record player, 
so the ability to sing and to move to music would be a plus!  There 
are great opportunities for double casting in this play so actors will 
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LAWRENCE DONOVAN 
Head of Lower School 

August 9, 2010 
 

Dear Lower School Parents: 
 
Welcome to the Start-of-School web page!  We hope you find the information you 
need here to begin this September as prepared as possible.  Welcome also to the 
start of school, my second at Poly Prep. I would like to share in this letter some of our 
accomplishments from this summer.  
 
We have been working hard to prepare the building and grounds for the arrival of 
our students.  New signs for the Lower School have been placed—one on Prospect 
Park West and the other on Second Street.  Pre-Kindergarten B underwent significant 
renovations this summer, including having a new floor put in and new tiles and sinks 
installed in the bathroom.  We’ve hung a monitor in the reception area to display 
photos of the children for our admissions guests.  A new basketball backboard is 
being installed this week in the playground, using funds from Recycle for Recess. 
Three new Smart Boards are being installed, one in the science room and two in 
second grade, bringing our total to eight.  Finally, the maintenance staff has done a 
terrific job of scrubbing the building from top to bottom to ensure that everything is in 
great shape for the students and teachers. 
 
We have also completed some hiring this summer.  Our new science teacher, Dan 
Wood, has already had tours of both campuses.  He was very impressed with the 
facilities, and together we are already planning to take even more advantage of the 
green house on the Dyker Heights campus with our students.  Chris Peters and I also 
met with the new learning specialists, Laurie Maher and Rosemarie Pico, to prepare 
for this year.  We are initiating a plan to maximize coverage for all of our students, 
specifically in reading from Kindergarten through Grade Three.  Haley Harvis has 
moved to second grade to teach with Sarah Davies. The new associate for Grade 
One, Isabel Galassi, is actually not new to Poly.  Last year, Isabel worked as a 
substitute teacher at Poly in addition to working in our afterschool program.  We are 
thrilled to welcome these folks to Poly, either as newcomers or as familiar faces in 
new places. 
 



have lots of stage time. The production will be directed by Cynthia 
Babak who staged last year’s production of “The American Clock.” 
 
Junior/Senior Play: 
 
AN ENEMY OF THE PEOPLE by Henrik Ibsen 
Production Date: Friday, November 19 and Saturday, November 20 
 
"An Enemy of the People" tells the story of what happens when an 
idealistic scientist discovers pollution in the spa waters of a  small 
resort town. With the purity of their waters compromised, the entire 
town's livelihood is compromised. As the town struggles to find the 
political will to deal with the problem, careers, reputations, and 
families are destroyed. Although Ibsen wrote “An Enemy of the 
People” in 1878, this production will be set in present-day California: 
The issues he raised in the play – pollution, the environment, and 
municipal and corporate irresponsibility and greed – are ones that 
continue to confront society today.  
 
AUDITIONS AND CASTING 
 
Auditions for both plays will take pace during the first week of school, 
beginning Monday, September 13.  Details of audition requirements 
and locations will be given during Orientation. Students who audition 
and are cast in the plays must agree to be available for ALL 
rehearsals and performances, including at least two full Saturdays 
prior to each production. Rehearsals run until 5:45 p.m. five nights a 
week, so each actor should make plans to take the late bus.  
 
STAGE CREW, TECH and COSTUME 
 
One of the more fun ways to earn Activities credits is to participate 
behind-the-scenes. We are happy to welcome two new designers to 
the school – Costume Designer Kennan Quandara and Set Designer 
Katie Fry. I encourage students from all classes to come meet these 
two wonderful young ladies and to get involved with them in creating 
the magic that brings the theater to life!  
 



 
 
DANCE 
 
I’m very excited to announce the formation of the Poly Prep Dance 
Company. Pam Pollock has been working with a large number of very 
gifted dancers over the last few years, and we have recognized the 
need and desire for a specialized company of dancers who will 
perform on campus, and also travel to festivals and events outside of 
school. Participation in the Company will be by audition and invitation. 
More information will be available at Upper School Orientation and 
during the first three weeks of class from Ms. Pollock.  

I’m very excited about the upcoming year and look forward to working 
with all our students and their families as we continue to expand 
Poly’s great Performing Arts reputation! Questions about any of the 
Upper School Performing Arts activities may be addressed to me at 
narmstrong@polyprep.org.  
 
Music lesson information will be available soon! 
 
Best wishes, 
 
Nick Armstrong 
Performing Arts Department Head 


