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40 
Robert Fraiman ’47 I’m 
95 years old and have fond 
memories of my time at Poly 
where I was captain of the 
Varsity Basketball and Outdoor 
Track teams. After attending 
the University of Kentucky, I 

served in the Air Force during the Korean 
War. My career in finance began at Merrill 
Lynch, later becoming a member of the 
NYSE and subsequently elected a governor. 
I also served as a director of the Securities 
Industry Association. With my friend 
Joel Gordon, I ventured into healthcare, 
building and selling 18 hospitals to 
Hospital Corporation of America, followed 
by a chain of outpatient facilities sold to 
Surgical Care Affiliates. My wife and I 
moved to California in 1987, settling in the 
desert. I became active in the community, 
serving as a director of Eisenhower Medical 
Center, The Palm Springs Art Museum, 
The Bob Hope Desert Classic, and as 
president of Tamarisk Country Club in 
2000. We currently reside in Indian Wells.  

 

Malcolm Bell ’49 recently published 
Overdue Heresies and Other Reflections 
of a Quaker Seeker, a compilation of 
short essays that aim to stimulate readers 
to reach, reaffirm, or rethink their own 
conclusions about God, atheism, Jesus, 
miracles, sin, salvation, and many other 
elements of the Christian tradition. 
 
David Kramer ’49 congratulates 2024 
Alumni Distinguished Achievement  
Award recipient, Otis Pearsall ’49, and 
sends best wishes to all the members  
of the Class of 1949.

50 
Bruce Ducker ’56 has authored 
Stemming the Flow (Kingston 
University Press, May 1, 2024), 
a sparkling collection of poems. 
In early reviews, distinguished 
poets and academics have 
called them “witty,” “trenchant,” 

“touching,” “funny ... piercing,” and  
“deeply poignant.”  
 

Cliff Lazzaro ’57 Nickie and Cliff Lazzaro, 
M.D., became great grandparents when  
baby Raphael was born June 3, 2024. 
Meanwhile, our five sons and families  
are “looking good,” with three attorneys, 
one NYU professor of ophthalmology,  
and one director of thoracic surgery  
who has developed a major treatment  
for tracheomalacia. May God bless the  
class of 1957, with special greetings to  
Phil Hertz, Tony Montalbano, Peter Glick, 
and Pete Siviglia. 

60 
Hank Gardstein ’62 We 
are planning our next Zoom 
reunion for December 5, 2024, 
and expect 12 members of 
our class to attend: Aberlin, 
Blumstein, Florin, Fratkin, 
Freilich, Gardstein, Green, 

Hoffman, Jensen, Mitchell, Shack, and 
Stern. We are lucky to have Mitch to serve 
as our motivating force and moderator and 
we are all looking forward to seeing how 
young we look.  
 

Vincent Romeo ’64 I made it to 78; still 
playing golf four to five times a week. 
 
Ron Mason ’65 I am the Albany Chair of 
the Bicentennial Celebration of LaFayette’s 
1824-1825 tour. The tour is a 14-month  

celebration of the 24 states that LaFayette 
visited in 1824-1825 when he was the “Guest 
of the Nation.” 
 

Richard Lutz ’67 met up with classmates 
Richie and Paul Garcia ’67 as the twins 
landed in Scotland on a golf tour. They 
had a mere 57 years to catch up on as they 
wined and dined near Lutz’s home on the 
Ayrshire coast.  
 
Joel Pfister ’69 is Olin Professor of 
English and American Studies at Wesleyan 
University. He is delighted to have 
completed a book manuscript of what will 
be his seventh single-authored book—on 
American movies and social change. 
Lectures scheduled from 2024 through 
2025 in France, Germany, and Greece 
ensure that his adventures in the wider 
world as well as on the Wesleyan campus 
will continue. 

70 
Ken Simurro ’75 I am still 
engaging in ecumenical 
ministry full time, completing 
the final two years of 
my deanship within my 
denomination, and looking 
forward to my 50th class 

reunion next year. It’s hard to believe that 
I have been retired 10 years from teaching, 
yet I am as busy as I have ever been. 

 

Steven Herman ’78 Steven and Donna 
Herman are celebrating the birth of their 
second grandson, Leo Griffen Herman, 
born in June to his son Philip Herman; 
mother Gianna and big brother Milo Bodie 
Herman couldn’t be happier. 
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80 
Jennifer Yormak ’84 It’s been 
an exciting time! My daughter 
was married last year and my 
son is originating a role on 
Broadway in the musical, The 
Outsiders. I am about to start 
the 25th year of my theater and 

performing arts company, StarStruck.  
Life is good! 

90 
Joseph Verdirame ’91 I’m 
excited to share that I recently 
launched a second premium 
home health care brand, 
TrustHouse (trusthouse.
care), after nearly two decades 
of success with Alliance 

Homecare. TrustHouse is setting new 
standards in personalized concierge 
services and elite private duty nursing. 
If anyone in the Poly community ever 
needs help navigating health care issues, 
I’m always more than happy to assist in 
any way I can. On a personal front, Nancy 
and I are fully embracing our roles as 
sports parents. With our kids, aged 12 
and 9, actively involved in baseball and 
volleyball, life is non-stop. They say time 
flies, and it truly does. Looking forward to 
reconnecting with the Poly community! 
 
Rob Wilcox ’97 After several years at 
Everytown for Gun Safety, Rob is now  
the deputy director of the first-ever  
White House Office of Gun Violence 
Prevention and special assistant to 
President Joe Biden. Rob credits what  
he learned and experienced at Poly  
with gaining this opportunity.

00 
Frankie Nasso ’02 is the 
lead producer of the film 
Following Harry which had its 
world premiere at the Tribeca 
Film Festival in June 2024. 
Following Harry is an intimate 
portrait of Harry Belafonte, 

whose work dedicated to social justice 
continued until his death in 2023 at age 
96. The film gives audiences a window 
into the lived experiences of both his 
public and private life, dating from the 
killing of Trayvon Martin more than 
a decade ago and through subsequent 
journeys to Florida, Ferguson, Ghana, 
and—finally—to Belafonte’s home in 
New York City. Nasso shares: “My eight 
years at Poly Prep, from middle school 
through high school, were the foundation 
of my understanding and appreciation of 
celebrating cultural diversity, which was 
further propelled when I started working 
with Harry Belafonte in 2008.” 
 
Christian Zaino, 
M.D., ’02, and his 
wife Joanna Rose 
welcomed Tommaso 
Paul into the world 
on January 19, 2024. 
Baby’s first name 
was a selection by 
his parents whereas 
his middle name is to 
honor his late maternal uncle, Paul Genco. 
He shares a birthday with his maternal 
great grandfather, Giuseppe Genco. Mom 
and baby are well. Dad is very proud. 
Older brother Alessio is thrilled. 

Freda Koomson ’04 is the founder and 
principal consultant of LIB Healthline 
(libhealthline.com) and was inducted 
into the Black Health Connect “40 Under 
40 Class of 2024.” In her career, having 
worked both within the United States 
and Liberia on health systems initiatives, 
Koomson has developed and strengthened 
capacity building tools and tracking 
systems by establishing partnerships with 
the Ministry of Health, the University of 
Liberia, and community health workers, 
among others. The impact of her projects 
in Liberia has spanned urban and rural 
communities. Most recently, she was 
integral in helping to launch the graduate 
school of public health at the University of 
Liberia and lead curriculum development 
for its health systems management track. 
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Dominique Sharpton ’04 and friend 
Haley Steinbrenner Swindal recently 
launched Sharpton Swindal Productions 
and obtained their first-ever Broadway 
production billing on Hell’s Kitchen, a new 
musical from 16-time Grammy Award 
winner Alicia Keys. Hell’s Kitchen is a 
coming-of-age story about a 17-year-old 
girl in New York City full of fire, searching 
for freedom, passion, and her place in 
the world. The musical has 13 Tony 
nominations and is the winner of two. 
 
Adam Garson ’05 
and Sara Garson have 
happily welcomed 
baby Theodore 
“Teddy” Alec Garson. 
He was born in the 
early hours of Sunday, 
June 2, 2024, arriving 
a bit sooner than scheduled.  
Mom and baby are doing great! 
 
Sammy Jacobs ’05 
and wife Sarah Miller 
welcomed their first 
child into the world. 
Maddux John Jacobs 
was born on July 8, 
2024, in Indianapolis, 
IN. He is named after 
his grandfather John Jacobs ’63. 
 
 
 
 

Akili Tommasino ’05 has been promoted 
to full curator at the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art. He joined the Met in 
2021 as Associate Curator of Modern and 
Contemporary Art. Prior to joining the 
Met, Akili held curatorial positions at the 
Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, and the 
Museum of Modern Art, New York. 
 
Courtney Nolan ’08, 
husband Andrew 
Oddo, and big sister 
Penelope welcomed 
baby Abigail in  
June 2024.

10 
Emily (Hochman) Mueller ’10  
and Iam Mueller were married  
on April 14, 2024.  
  
 
 
 

Mary Kate Nolan ’11 received her MBA 
from NYU Stern School of Business  
with a focus in strategy, marketing,  
and management. 
 

Christine Croasdaile ’13 recently 
graduated this past May with her dual 
JD/MBA degree from Howard University 
School of Law and Howard University 
School of Business in Washington, 
DC. Christine will start as a corporate 
associate at Vinson & Elkins LLP in their 
New York office this fall.

38 THE BLUE & THE GRAY


