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Arnold Tolkin ’50 I thought 
I would write that I am still 
alive and kicking, soon to be 
93. I am still active in the gym 
or doing laps in the pool, and 
running a successful business. 
After selling my company 

to American Express, I became a home-
based travel agent and served clients, 95% 
of whom I have never met, from Canada, 
Germany, California, and other U.S. 
states. I am blessed with four children, 
12 grandchildren, and more than 21 great 
grandchildren, and another who arrived 
in September 2025. We are still cruising, 
though now mostly from southern Florida. 
My wife is now handicapped and requires 
the assistance of an aide, but is still capable 
of moving around. I have vivid memories 
of my time at Poly and the wonderful 
education I received, which was so helpful 
as I aged and matured. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

George Marks ’56 is celebrating 60 years 
of marriage with his wife Bette. 

 
George and Bette Marks with friends Wally, 
Karen, and Art Delmhurst at a recent 
dinner in NYC.
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The Staten Island FerryHawks 
proudly honored Ed Burke ’76 
during Parks and Recreation 
Night on Friday, August 22, 
2025, at SIUH Community 
Park, presented by Cause and 
The Effects. Burke devoted 

34 years to the Staten Island Borough 
President’s Office, shaping a legacy rooted 
in environmental advocacy and community 
preservation. He is celebrated for his 
visionary leadership in protecting Staten 
Island’s green spaces and for coining the 
beloved nickname “The Borough of Parks,” 
a title that continues to define Staten 
Island’s identity today. Several classmates 
from 1976 joined Burke to celebrate  
his recognition. 
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We’re proud to celebrate 
Diahann Billings ’90 P’20 
on her incredible leadership 
journey. Diahann was recently 
named CEO of Prep for Prep 
after years of championing 
equity, access, and opportunity. 

 
Dr. Lori-Anne Brogdon (Stelmark) ’95 
was installed as Head of School at Mounds 
Park Academy in St. Paul, MN. She is the 
fifth head of school in MPA’s history. 

00
Ryan Hyland ’07  
recently joined Fordham 
University Men's Basketball 
staff as its new assistant coach. 
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Sam Spiegel ’09 was promoted to Chief 
Operating Officer and Technology 
Principal at Heritage Auctions, the world’s 
largest collectibles auction house. He will 
oversee daily operations and guide the 
company’s technology strategy. Spiegel 
graduated from the University of Chicago 
with a degree in Classics and History and 
has been with the company since 2013. 

10 
Devante Wheeler ’10  
My beautiful bride (Aimee 
Souffront, now Wheeler) and  
I were married on Memorial Day, 
May 25, 2025, in Long Island.  
We are both proud educators. 
One of the major highlights  

of the wedding was an entertaining best 
man speech by fellow Poly graduate  
Sam Wagner ’10. 

Charlie Marquardt ’13 and  
Eddie Zaykowski ’15 The Sudbury 
Five (Ontario, Canada) captured the 
Basketball Super League championship 
with a 103–91 victory over the Windsor 
Express, earning Sudbury its first-ever 
professional team sports title. Among the 
stars on this history-making squad was 
our very own Charlie Marquardt ’13, who 
brought his signature grit, leadership, and 
sharpshooting to the court all season long. 

Adelaine Sherman ’18 Back at Poly, my 
senior plan focused on the effectiveness  
of music therapy in neurodivergent adults. 
That project truly set the foundation 
for my current path. I’m now a graduate 
student at Harvard and in the early stages 
of launching my EdTech startup: an AI-
powered music therapy platform. I often 
reflect on how pivotal that senior plan was 
in shaping my journey. Also, I find myself 
constantly pitching and presenting and  
I have to give credit where it’s due.  
Mrs. Sonya Baehr’s seventh grade speech 
class was where I first learned to speak  
with confidence, and those lessons still 
stick with me today. 

20 
Bella Caffuzzi ’21 is making 
history at Trinity College, both 
on the stat sheet and in the 
record books. She’s the first 
player in program history to 
earn two First Team All-Region 
honors and only the second 

to receive multiple American Volleyball 
Coaches Association (AVCA) All-Region 
designations. In 2024, Bella was named 
an AVCA All-American and is also a 
two-time College Sports Communicators 
(CSC) Academic All-District awardee. 
 
Elektra Urbatsch ’23 is honored to have 
represented Team USA at the U20 World 
Aquatics World Championships where  
she helped bring home the gold medal. 
She couldn’t be prouder of the amazing 
group of girls on USA Water Polo. 
 
Miguel Sime Jr. ’25 is honored 
and blessed to now be a part of the 
Washington Nationals, a  Major League 
Baseball organization.
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